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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-19 OMB-01 CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /121 W 

126787 

R 221605Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3469 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
CNO WASHDC 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
CINCUSAFE 

AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 

SECRET ATHENS 3066 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, US, GR 

SUBJECT: ARCHBISHOP SERAPHIM/AMBASSADOR TASCA:US-GREEK SECURITY 
RELATIONSHIP 

1. DURING HIS RETURN LUNCHEON FOR ME MAY 21, GREEK ARCHBISHOP 
SERAPHIM REPEATEDLY ASSURED ME THAT U.S. EXPECTATIONS FOR GREEK 
COOPERATION WOULD BE MET BY CURRENT REGIME. READING FROM NOTES 
HE SAID HE PREPARED IN CONVERSATION WITH HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS IN 
GOG, PRESUMABLY PRESIDENT GHIZIKIS AND BRIGADIER GENERAL 
IOANNIDES, THE ARCHBISHOP SAID "THERE ARE NO REAL DIFFERENCES 
OVER HOMEPORTING BETWEEN US". HE CAUTIONED THE U.S. SIDE SHOULD 
BE EXPLICIT IN ITS REQUESTS AND WORK THROUGH GREEK FOREIGN 
MINISTRY (TWO PRACTICES WE HAVE SCRUPULOUSLY FOLLOWED). 

2. ON REPORTS OF PENDING GREEK ARMS PURCHASES FROM THE FRENCH, 
THE ARCHBISHOP OPINED SUCH A GREEK INITIATIVE MUST HAVE BEEN 
BASED ON A "MISUNDERSTANDING". REVERTING TO HIS NOTES THE 
ARCHBISHOP SAID HE WAS AWARE FRENCH WERE NOT ALWAYS RELIABLE 
SUPPLIERS, AND ASKED FOR OUR HELP. HE HELD OUT THE PROSPECT THAT 
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THERE WOULD BE OTHER, FUTURE GREEK PURCHASES WITH THE SOURCE OF 
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SUPPLY UNDECIDED AND VOLUNTEERED THE COMMENT THAT THE U.S. 

SHOULD CONTINUE TO HAVE A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE GREEK 
ARMED FORCES. 

TASCA 


SECRET 
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